
Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park

Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

Topic: Springtime of the Soul/A Time to Sow
April 4, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Jeremiah 31:28, Galatians 6:7
“And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to
destroy, and to afflict; so will I watch over them to build, and to plant, saith the Lord.

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
Springtime is the season of new beginnings, new life, new hope, and progress.  After a winter of
harshness, death, isolation, and stagnation, we welcome spring because it promises renewal,
growth, and flourishing stages of development.  From the year 2020 until now, we have come
through a spiritual winter season.  It has been a season of brokenness and affliction.  Many of us
have suffered physically, mentally, socially and spiritually. Thus, it is with great anticipation we
look forward to a springtime of awakening, growth, and spiritual renewal of our souls.

In the natural, growth can only occur if there is a sowing or planting of seed first.  Everything in
life starts with a seed.  In the Bible, Jesus used sowing as a metaphor for one’s actions, and
reaping as the results of those actions. Therefore, today we want to identify the best seeds to sow
in order to reap a bountiful and fruitful harvest.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:

I. CAREFUL SELECTION OF SEEDS
The farmers’ entire crop depends on the fertility of the soil along with his choice and
quality of seed.  He is aware that his harvest will consist of only what he plants.  With
all that has transpired in our society, the pandemic, governmental unrest, social
injustices, crime, etc., the world right now is very fertile ground, and there is
tremendous growth potential.  For this cause, we must be careful of the choice and
quality of seed we sow, being mindful that we will reap only what we sow Gal. 6:7.
We can change our whole life and the lives of others by simply paying attention to the
seeds we are planting daily.  Let us consider three of the highest yielding spiritual
seeds: Communication Seeds, Deed Seeds, and Character Seeds.
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COMMUNICATION SEEDS
Communication seeds are not only high yielding, but when planted in fertile ground
they take root fast.  The common state of our world has made the hearts of many
tender or fertile and thus ready to receive the right words, at the right time.  The Bible
makes us aware that our words are powerful for “Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaketh” Matt. 12:34, and “Death and life are in the power of the tongue”
Prov. 18:21. When we speak, we are planting seeds, so we want to make wise
decisions about what we say.  There are a vast number of high yielding
communication seeds that when planted, take root quickly and produce great fruit.
We can win many souls for Christ through the right choice of spoken words.  Here are
a few that we can sow daily.

We can speak words of love, comfort, encouragement, I Thess. 5:11, I Thess. 4:18,
kindness Eph. 4:32, grace Col. 4:6, Eccl. 10:12, and peace Eph. 4:29, Prov. 26:4, 5.
Also it is rewarding to speak to the positive things in life Phil 4:8, disagree, without
being disagreeable Prov. 15:1, and engage in active listening before speaking (Prov.
17:28).  If we plant good communication seeds, they will grow a higher level of
respect that will reflect positively in all aspects of our lives and others.

DEED SEEDS
We have established the fact that our present day situations have produced a fertile
society.  Evil is prevalent everywhere, and there is so much crime, corruption, and
wickedness, that the world is longing for something good to happen.  Thus, we, the
people of God, have a great opportunity to sow good deeds and make a positive
impact on the lives of others. Eccl. 11:1 says to “cast thy bread upon the waters: for
thou shalt find it after many days.”  Even though our lives are busy and things seem
to crowd out serving, we have to make good deeds a priority.

Here are a few high yielding deed seeds we can sow. We can help someone in need,
show hospitality to someone I Pet. 4:9, or reach out to the elderly in our church,
maybe teach them how to use the computer or a smart phone so they can stay
connected Lev. 19:32. Our church can be more beneficial to the community if we
increase your giving Luke 6:3. We should make it a norm to volunteer our services to
the church or another organization.  There is a 80/20 rule for church goers: 80% of the
work in church is done by 20% of the congregation. The old saying is “action speaks
louder than words.”  Finally, we can donate clothing, toiletries, glasses etc. to shelters
and/or rehab centers Mark 10:21 and help feed the hungry Is. 58:10, 7.  Yes, there is
so much for us to do, but “let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.” Gal. 6:9

CHARACTER SEEDS
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Titus 2:7-8 says, “In all thing shewing thyself a pattern of good works…”  Good
character seeds determines how well we grow and flourish in life, business,
organization, country and the world.  How we respond to challenges is the key to our
success and the determining factor of our future outcome Prov. 16:20.  Remember the
earth is fertile right now, and the church is under close observation.  How we respond
during this season can determine our future harvest. The Bible says, “A good name is
to be chosen rather than riches” Prov. 22:1. Let us practice sowing these high
yielding character seeds:  honesty, fortitude, courage, mercy, grace, humility,
forgiveness, empathy, self-control, patience, and morality.  Our character (who we
really are) is the sum total of the seeds we sow (what we do).

II. SCATTER YOUR SEEDS FOR GROWTH II Cor. 9:6
In nature, seeds must be scattered upon the earth to begin germination and growth.
Now that we have selected our seeds, it is time to spread them about into the
environment so they can begin the growth process. We can spread them in different
directions: in our families, neighborhoods, places of employment etc.  Each time we
sow good communication, good deeds, and good character seeds, they take root in
someone’s life and we begin to grow a better society. Goods seeds produce a harvest
of declining crime, less drug/alcohol abuse, decrease gang activity and vandalism,
fewer school drop-outs, better work ethics, minimal juvenile delinquency, less racial
tensions, and strong natural and spiritual family structures. Eccl.11:6

III. HAVE FAITH AND PATIENCE, YOUR SEEDS WILL GROW James 5:7
Faith and patience are necessary traits for a gardener. Some seed take longer to
germinate and grow because they are in a state of suspended animation waiting until
conditions are right for survival.  The sower goes through a process of:

SOW WAIT      REAP
SEED TIME      HARVEST

Do not allow yourself to give up on your seed or you will jeopardize your harvest
Gal. 6:9, II Thess. 3:13. Have a little faith in a great God, because he remembers
every seed we have ever sown.  God will take what we plant, add to it, and our seeds
will accomplish powerful works in the kingdom Matt. 13:31-32.

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:

1. Being mindful that we are sowing into fertile ground, let us choose our seeds wisely:
carefully watching what we say, what we do, and how we act.

2. Identify three ways we can spread our seeds about this week.

3. Reflection:  Based on what you have already sown, what is your harvest looking like
Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park
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Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

Topic: The Pruning/Removing Every Hindrance
April 11, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: John 15:2, Luke 13:8-9
“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away; and every branch that beareth fruit,
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.”
“And he answering said unto him; Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and
dung it: And if it bear fruit well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
In our last lesson, we learned about sowing high yielding spiritual seeds that will produce the
best fruit.  Even though we plant good seeds of communication, good deeds, and good character,
we have to be watchful of our fruit as it grows because the enemy will always try to sabotage
spiritual growth.  In a natural garden, the gardener uses a process called pruning to help insure
plants remain healthy and productive.  Pruning is the procedure of removing damaged, dead and
diseased branches and parts of the plant that interfere with the activity of growth.  Likewise, God
does intentional pruning on us to remove things that hinder our growth and prevent us from
bearing more fruit John 15:2-6.  We must understand that God prunes those He loves (Heb.
12:6, Prov. 3:11-12), and our pruning is not because we have failed, but rather because we are
succeeding.  If we had no potential for growth, God would have cut us down Mark 11:13-14,
Luke 13:7.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
● Know When You Are In the Pruning Season

Plants face different challenges during the growth process and so will we.  A plant must
go through a pruning season when it may suffer loss of some of its branches in order to
rid itself of infections and diseases.  If you find yourself suffering loss of finances,
possessions, diminished resources, or maybe losing your stature in life, your position,
influence, or perhaps having challenges in your family and relationships, do not be
alarmed I Peter 4:12.  Just know, it is part of your growing process, and more than likely
you are in your pruning season. As a gardener cuts, squeezes, and pinches a plant to
improve the airflow in it, so does Jesus cut, squeeze, and pinch areas of our lives to
improve the spirit’s flow in us. II Cor. 9:9-10, Rom. 8:37-39, Phil. 3:7-10, Rom. 8:28

● Why Am I Being Pruned
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During the growth process, it is natural to be excited when we see the budding of
pretty, little flowers in our lives: flowers of achievement and success, the increase
of power, influence, wealth and honor. It is during this time, when our attention
focuses on the pretty flowers, that we fail to recognize the harmful weeds and
leaves growing in and around us.  God knows that left unpruned, we can be a
hazard, causing disappointment and failure to not only ourselves, but to our
families, others, and the body of Christ Ps. 7:9, Prov. 21:2, Prov. 16:2-3.  God
allows pruning to take place to show up those bad leaves and branches that need
to be remove from our lives so we will have a healthy spiritual garden. Heb. 12:1
Here are several reasons why we are pruned:
✔ Pruning helps us to refocus on the things of God and not of this world
✔ Through the pruning process we become more dependent on God and His

grace as we experience weariness, fear and despair
✔ Pruning helps to assure that we are saved and proves our discipleship
✔ We learn how to pray and the importance of prayer as we  are pruned
✔ Pruning produces more and better fruit

● The Best Spiritual Gardening Book
In order to become an expert gardener and grow the best plants, trees and fruits, there are
numerous gardening books available to assist you. However, when trying to grow a
spiritual garden, there is one book recommended as the best spiritual gardening book,
“THE BIBLE”.  During the pruning season, it will teach you how to cultivate your
garden if you experiences any of the following:

Weak branches- ones who are over-taken in a fault James 5:19-20, Gal. 6:1
Dead diseased limbs- going through illnesses Jn. 5:14-15, Mk. 6:13, Mk 16:18
Broken, damaged branches- emotionally distressed and overwhelmed Ps. 61:2,
Ps. 34:17-19,  Ps. 55:22,
Misshapen trees- morally or intellectually deformed or distorted Rom. 3:23, Rom.
11:32, Eccl. 7:20, Gal. 3:22, Hebrews 12:11-13
Cracks in the bark- afflicted and in despair Ex. 1:12, Ps. 119:67, Zeph. 3:12

● The Results of Pruning
1. Pruning will increase your strength.  “And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of

water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Psalm 1:3

2. With the proper pruning, you will bear fruit for a long time.  “They shall still bring forth
in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing.” Ps. 92:14

3. Pruning will make you pure and abundant.  “I will be as the dew unto Israel: he shall
grow as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon.” Hosea 14:5

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATION: Identify areas of your life where pruning may be taking
place and give God praise for showing His love and concern for you.  Be determined to endure
the process and watch your fruit flourish.
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Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

Topic: Obedience Produces Fruit/
Truth Deepens Growth

April 18, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Leviticus 26:3-4, John 15:4
“If ye walk in my statues, and keep my commandments, and do them; Then will I give you rain in
due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.”
“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine;
no more can ye except ye abide in me.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
In our study on spiritual growth, we have learned that there is a strategic process to successfully
developing spiritual fruit. It is the process of SOW, WAIT, and REAP.  We have discussed the
kinds of seeds we should sow, the importance of pruning, and today’s lesson will focus on what
takes place while we wait on the fruit. Our memory verses let us know that our fruit is
contingent on our obedience to God’s word, His commandments, and abiding in Him.  Once our
fruit begins to grow it must have roots that are deep enough for survival.  In the natural, plants
have roots to provide anchorage, absorb water and minerals, and store food reserves.  Likewise,
spiritually the truth (God’s word) provides anchorage and food for our survival.  The deeper we
go in God’s word, the deeper our roots grow, and the more spiritual fruit we produce.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
Obedience Produces Fruit
● Obedience means to be in compliance or be submissive to the command or authority of

God. Obedience can be difficult especially when we are in the “WAIT” season because it
requires constant relinquishing of our own preferences, desires and strength Phil. 2:5-13,
I Peter 5:6. However, if we submit to God’s way, we will reap the benefits of obedience
Is. 1:19.  “The Fruit of the Spirit grows only in the garden of obedience.”

● The wait season can seems endlessly long and when fruit does not readily appear, we
have a tendency to want to give up, move on and do things on our own.  It is during this
time that we must quietly root our trust in God, and obediently submit to His will. Luke
22:42, John 5:30
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● There is a fight to be obedient because the world teaches that obedience takes away our
freedom and tries to control us.  However, Obedience is just our expression of love and
the uniting of our will with God’s will.  Disobedience breaks the unity, which separates
us from the vine, and the results are a fruitless life. John 15:4, Deut. 28:15-19

● When we submit to God’s way and His timing (the wait period), the fruit that proceeds
out of obedience is beautiful. Obedience bears blessings and bountiful fruit that will be
beneficial to generations forward. Deut. 28:1-6, II Cor. 9:8-11

Truth Deepens Growth
● The truth or God’s word is a necessary part of the growth process.  We will not just

naturally grow deeper roots.  We need God’s word (truth) to grow deeper.  “When we
read the Bible, we expose ourselves to God’s complete guide of the necessary truths of
life and spiritual growth.” Mark 4:14-20, I Peter 2:2, II Peter 3:18, Col 2:7-8

● If we exercise truth daily through reading, studying, reflecting, meditating, speaking it,
and teaching it, the deeper we will grow in God and the deeper our roots will become.
II Tim. 3:16-17, Deut. 8:3, Eph. 3:17-19, Heb. 4:12

● When our roots gain anchorage, truth removes what hinders us from thriving in the vine
Rom. 8:38-39.  As a result, we change more into the image of Christ and our fruit begins
to reflect Him. We know our roots are deepening when we experience love for a hurting
world, allow our light to shine in dark times, face up to our own faults and failures, and
make the right choices and decisions based on God’s will and not our own.

● Psalm 92:12-14 describes what it is like when we allow obedience and truth to have free
course in our lives.

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:
● This week let us make every effort to increase the amount of time we spend in prayerful

reading and studying of God’s word.
● Let us practice obedience to God’s word, His will and His way in our daily activities so

we can experiences growth in all aspects of our lives: our work, minds, goals, talents,
finances, families and our bodies (wholly healthy fruit).

References: The Bible (KJV), How People Grow (Dr. Henry Cloud/Dr. John Townsend), simplybible.com, faithisland.org, voiceproinc.com,
busyblessedwomen.com, visitationnorth.org, assistnews.net, counselingoneanother.com, The Bible Promise Book (Barbour & Company, Inc.),
faithgateway.com, dialhope.org, wisdomtimes.com
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Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

Topic: Beauty of the Spirit/Blossoming Fruit
April 25, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Eph. 5:9, Gal. 5:22-23
“For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth.”
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance: against such there is no law.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
During the month of April, we have learned how to be spiritual gardeners growing the fruit of the
spirit in our lives.  We have worked through the process of SOW, WAIT, REAP, and in today’s
lesson, we want to look at the result of our labor,” The Blossoming Fruit.”  As we examine our
product, there is one thing we must acknowledge, our fruit is proof or demonstration of the spirit
that is within us.  Jesus specifically said in John 15:5 that “except we abide in Him, and He (His
Spirit) abide in us, we cannot bear fruit.”  Therefore, our fruit is nothing more than a reflection of
Christ who abides in us.

There is nothing more rewarding to a farmer than to watch his crop grow and mature, despite the
hardships and challenges.  His crop is representative of his labor and he cannot explain the joy he
feels when the field yields the fruit, and he gets out what he has put in.  Likewise, God has put
His spirit in us and there is nothing more fulfilling and profound or brings more pleasure than to
see us endure the seasons of trials and tribulations and still grow, mature and blossom with the
fruit of the spirit.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
Beauty of the Spirit

● The beauty of a flower is its ability to attract people and thousands of other species (bees,
wasps, butterflies, moths, beetles, birds, bats) with the use of its colors, textures, shapes,
sizes and fragrances.

● The beauty of the spirit is our ability to attract others (young, old, large, small, handsome
or otherwise, different races, nationalities etc.) with our warm, appealing and attractive
nature exemplified by kindness, compassion and generosity. Hosea describes our beauty
as “the olive tree”, our roots as “the lily”, and our fragrance as “the wine of Lebanon”.
Hosea 14:5-6.
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Blossoming Fruit of the Spirit
We studied the growth process and learned how to plant good seeds, prune our gardens, follow
the instructions in our guide book (the Bible), and now we want to see the results of our labor,
the fruit that will attrack others to our garden. Following are the fruit of the spirit that we can
expect to blossoms in our gardens. Gal. 5:22-23

o leads and crowns the various characteristics of the fruit of the spirit. Love is
the foundation and source of all fruit, and it is proof of God abiding within.  As we allow
love to work, in us, through us, and for us, other attributes of the fruit of the spirit become
visible. John 13:35

o Our good communication seeds begin to blossom into , and we acquire the
quality of being friendly, mild-mannered, generous, and considerate. Eph. 4:32

o blossoms out of our good deed seeds, and we learn not only  to be morally
good and virtuous, but also to perform acts of kindness to others through giving, loving,
and  serving. Gal. 6:8-10

o Our good character seeds produce .  Our meekness, however, is not a sign
of weakness or ineffectiveness but rather a demonstration of our ability to respond with
respect recognizing others strengths and weaknesses. Col. 4:6

o The pruning process requires much self-control because of the pinching, squeezing, and

cutting that takes place to enhance growth, but the blossoming of
makes it all worthwhile. As a result, we begin to analyze our lives to determine where
we lack self-control.  We stay accountable to God, set priorities, and discipline ourselves
to handle success properly. I Cor. 9:25-27

o The wait is the hardest part of the growth process, but it produces the most beautiful

attributes of and .   We learn to hold on and hold out, no
matter how hard the trial or how long it may last, and we blossom now faith that can
conquer anything. I Peter 5:8-10

o After we have sown in tears, endured the pruning, and waited patiently, we reap

and . Ps. 126:5
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