
Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park

Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

TOPIC: Comfort in the Midst of Trials
September 5, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES:
“I cried to the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from His holy hill.” Ps. 3:4
“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.” Rom. 8:28
“Blessed be the God and father of mercies and God of all comfort.” 2 Cor. 1:3

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
The Bible reveals to us that we can expect to have comfort available to us in all our
trials or trying circumstances. There are times when no human can relieve the real
stress and pain in our soul. Our trials and pain, however light or severe, have His
attention. No test, pain, or struggle is too great for God’s ability to comfort us. He
comforts us by the Holy Ghost (Jn. 14:16), the scriptures (Rom. 15:4), and people
(1 Thess. 5:11).

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
● When life hits us in the face, it is normal and wise to look for comfort. As

Christians, that usually mean searching in two places: God’s presence and
God’s word. As children of God, we shift our focus from looking around us
and living in fear of our circumstances.  Instead, we look to God who holds
us in His hand. There are many places we can go in God’s word to find
comfort and peace in any storm. His word is the rock that we can build our
lives upon. In the storms of life, we can turn to the rock and find relief.

1



● Trials are part of God’s work. Pain is not without purpose. Ps. 46:10; Rom.
8:28. Therefore we can be at peace knowing that God has promised to work
for His glory and our eternal good.

● Jesus has a purpose in each trial we face, but because “God’s ways are not
our ways and His thoughts are not our thoughts”, the solution He uses is not
always the way we might have chosen to solve the problem. Jesus deeply
empathizes with us, but He has thoughts and ways of bringing a solution that
our finite minds could never comprehend Is. 55:8-9.

● “Blessed be the God and father of our Lord and Jesus Christ, the father of
mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulations, that
we may be able to comfort those who are in trouble, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God” 2 Co. 1:3-4. Our charge from
God to comfort others when they are going through something similar.

● It is comforting to know that when we are troubled, the Word encourages us
to focus on believing in God and our Lord Jesus Christ. Let not your heart be
troubled; you believe in God believe also in me Jn.14:1. “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give to you; not as the world giveth. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid” Jn. 14:27. The biggest comfort we could
ever have is a heart filled with the peace of God. When we go through trials
our whole body is under stress.  It is at this time that we should tell God
about our struggles and ask Him to extend His mercy and grace.  He is more
than willing to aide us and the song writer says, “He will carry us through.”

● Life is filled with trials and tribulations, but we can always take comfort in
(Is. 43:2) knowing that God is with us through all of life’s ups and downs.
When we pass through the waters and the rivers, they will not over-flow us.
When we walk through the fire, we will not be burned, for God is with us
and He has the answer to all life’s situations.

● God’s word of comfort in hard times is, “I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand” Is. 41:10. That means, when we lose our footing, He is
going to be there to hold us up, regardless of our circumstances. God is
righteous and He will help! Is. 41:14

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:
Let us not run from our trials. God entrust us with trials because He is using them
for His glory and our good. We will miss out on the blessing of being used by God
if we try to protect ourselves by staying safe and comfortable.  Be aware that God
is at work in us, through us and around us. Therefore, take courage in knowing that
Jesus is with us, and our trials only come to make us strong.
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Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park

Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

TOPIC: Battles Can Cause Undue Pressure
September 12, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES:
“For I consider that the sufferings of this present world are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us. Rom. 8:18
“And the peace of God which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things
are of good report, if there is any virtue, and if there are anything praise, meditate on these
things.” Phil. 4:7-8
“Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem and you King Jehoshaphat!” Thus
says the Lord to you: “Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the
battle is not yours but God’s.” 2 Chron. 20:15

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
The word “battle” in our lesson today deals with a fight or struggle to resist the enemy and
achieve victory in Jesus. We realize that if we are going to win this battle, we must be able to
cope with pressure and face difficulties in a spiritual way. The battle scars we receive will define
who we are and make manifest to all the true nature of our faith. As painful as it is, we must not
break in the fire, but persevere. We must hold fast to Christ alone, so that our faith does not
waver or falter. These tribulations are for our benefit, and they will build up our faith and shape
us into the men and women God has called us to be. We cannot go into war with a feeling of
defeat and expect to win. Victory is a state of mind 1 Jn. 5:4
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BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
Understanding the following elements of warfare will help us successfully navigate through the
challenges(pressures) of the battle.

1. CONFLICT: serious disagreement, a prolonged struggle
Conflicts are the reasons for war or battles. As believers we must understand that we are
in a unresolvable conflict. This conflict is between the woman(church) and the
serpent(the devil). When you try to find the middle ground within the conflict, this
becomes compromise! We must take our stand in Christ against every struggle of life
(struggles within ourselves, struggles with others, struggles with our values (desires and
beliefs) etc.).  It is the enemies job to cause undo pressure in hope that we will surrender,
but we must speak the word and refuse to compromise or agree with the devil. As bold
believers we maintain our posture in Christ, because we are born of God and our victory
has already been won. Gen. 3:15; 1 Thess. 2:2

2. THE BATTLEFIELD: (place where wars or battles are fought)
The believer’s battle takes place at two levels: Higher Ground and Lower Ground.

● Higher Ground is the spiritual realm, evil (conflict) is dismantled through alters.
It is important to know that you have to generate power. How much sacrifice are
you willing to put on the alter? The greater your sacrifice. then fire will fall 1 Ki.
18:36-40.

● Lower Ground is as powerful as Higher Ground. This deals with the mind of the
believer 1 Chron. 21:24-26. The helmet of salvation is to protect your
head(mind). Most of our battles take place in the mind.  Thoughts become
strongholds. As a man thinks in his heart so is he. Salvation through repentance
aligns our mind with Christ’s.  We continuously renew our minds in Christ Jesus
to rid ourselves from the pressures of mental sickness (fear, anxiety, depression)
Rom. 12:1-2; 2 Cor. 10:4-5; Eph. 6:17; Prov. 4:23. Let us guard our health,
steady our minds in the Lord, and trust Him to secure our battlefield. Is. 26:3;
Phil .4:6-7

3. AN AGENT OR SOLDIER: (one enlisted to fight especially when there is a war)
Wars do not fight themselves, entities fight wars. There is an entity(demons) that is
enlisted by the kingdom of darkness to wage war against God’s kingdom. Believers and
Angels are enlisted to fight for the kingdom of God. We are soldiers in God’s army and as
God told King Jehoshaphat, “We shall not need to fight in this battle for the battle is not
ours, but God’s.” The battle is already fought and the victory is already won. When we
know how to use the word of God, we can release the Angels on assignment, and we can
stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. 2 Chron. 20:15-17; Ps. 103:20: Heb.
1:13-14; Dan. 6:22.

4. WEAPONS OF WAR: (an instrument or device used in an attack for defense)
Battles are fought with weapons 2 Cor.10:3-5; Acts 10:38.  “The weapons of our warfare
are not carnal, but are mighty to the pulling down of strong holds.”  The anointing of God
is a weapon. Even Jesus was equipped with the anointing. We received this anointing by
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the infilling of the Holy Spirit, and it gives us power over all the power of the enemy.
Jesus said nothing shall by any means hurt us Luke 10:19.   However, this power is
generated in our constant prayer, and sacrifices on our alter. It takes process and time.
You must hunger, pay the price and be in pursuit for it Luke 3:21; 4:4; Matt. 5:6.

REFLECTION:
Therefore, when a trial comes your way, the pressure is on, and it seems all hope is gone, don’t
despair.  The song writer said “ Hold your head up high, your deliverance is nigh.” Cling to
Christ, seek His face, and don’t wait until the battle is over “REJOICE” in advance.
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Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park

Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

TOPIC: Realize the True Enemy that Caused the Pain
Sept.19,2021

MEMORY VERSES: Eph. 6:12; Job 2:2
“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual wickedness in the heavenly
places.”

“And the Lord said to satan,”From where do you come?” Satan answered the Lord and
said,”From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
Though Satan does not have the power to work miracles, and has no power over
nature, he can employ physical forces against believers, if God allows it. These
forces can cause harm to the believer both physically and emotionally.  Jesus
warned us that “Satan desires to have us that he might sift us as wheat” Luke
22:31. He is aware that God has given us physical senses for enjoyment (taste,
smell, sight, sound, touch) as long as we stay within God’s boundaries.  Therefore,
Satan tempts us with whatever physical sense we are preoccupied with.  He tries to
make us go beyond our boundaries to satisfy our needs outside of the will of God.
Going beyond the boundaries of God results in pain. In our attempt to eradicate
the pain, many times we blame ourselves, others, and even God.  When we realize
Satan is the enemy, we will shift our views, perspectives and responses because we
know that his primary aim is to hinder the Gospel and the children of God.  Take
note in this lesson how Satan causes or tries to cause harm to believers.
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BIBLE PRINCIPLES POINTS:
● From the beginning of time we have examples of the enemy at work.  Satan

tempted Eve by drawing her attention to what was pleasing to the eye. Gen.
3:6. Because she did not realize he was a true enemy, Eve allowed Satan to
weave her into his tangled web of justifications.

● Satan even showed Jesus the kingdom of the world and told him he could
have it all Matt. 4:8-10.  There is a huge difference between Eve’s response
and Jesus’ response to Satan.  Because Jesus realized who was the true
enemy, He demonstrated the proper response to temptation. He quoted
Deuteronomy with every temptation and answered “it is written”.  Jesus
immediately shot Satan down with the truth of God.

● We find different examples, in the life of Job, of Satan being able to touch a
believer. The Bible tells us that God allowed Satan, within certain limits, to
cause both physical and emotional harm to this righteous man Job 2:7.  His
children were killed, his property was destroyed, his livelihood was stolen,
his servants were killed, and Job suffered physically with painful boils Job
1:1-19.  Yet, in all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly Job 1:22.

● Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was some type of unexplained physical ailment.
We must not over look the origin of the “thorn in the flesh”, Paul called it a
“MESSENGER OF SATAN.” Three times he asked the Lord to to take it
away. Each time God said, “My grace is sufficient for thee and my strength
is made perfect in weakness” 2Cor. 12:7-9. The Bible says God will provide
a way to endure any testing that believers may experience. No testing is or
will be beyond our ability  to cope. 1 Cor.10:13.

● The Woman with the infirmity: This woman was healed of a difficult
physical ailment. This woman was called a daughter of Abraham, attending
a place of worship. The Bible indicates she was a believer, not someone
demon possessed. There’s nothing that indicates that she was an evil person
or someone engaged in immorality. She was a believer who had a physical
problem that had an evil origin. Luke 13:16
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BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:
It is the enemies' plan against us, to make us crave some sort of physical or
emotional gratification.  Moment by moment, decision by decision, step by step,
it’s our choice: either we will operate in God’s all powerful truth or allow Satan to
entangle us in his lies 1 Jn. 2:14b-15; 1 Pe. 5:8. Though we might not understand
why we go through these times of physical and emotional distress, we can be
confident that God has a purpose and a plan behind all of it. Ultimately it will
glorify God, further His program for the kingdom, and benefit us.
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Apostolic Pentecoastal Church of Morgan Park

Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

TOPIC: Relief from Injury Caused by Others
September 26, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Jer. 8:21-22; 33:6; Is. 41:10
“For the hurt of the daughter my people am I hurt; I am black; astonishment hath taken hold of
me. Is there no balm in Gilead; Is there no physician there?”
“Behold, I will bring it health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of
peace and truth.”
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee; be not dismayed; For I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
Yea, I will help thee: Yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
Have you ever gone through situations in life that caused you to wonder why God allows you to
experience so much pain, hurt, and discouragement? There is no doubt that some of life’s
challenges are the result of our own poor choices, but some are caused by others. Every
individual God used mightily in the Bible went through seasons of hardship. Moses had to flee
from his people who wanted to kill him.  Elijah had people seeking to kill him. Queen Esther
risked her life to save the Jewish people.  Jesus’ disciples were persecuted and some martyred for
their commitment to Christ, and Jesus was beaten and crucified for us.  The reality is that as
believers we will go through hardship and experience pain.  Remember our Savior’s words,
“And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake” Matt. 10:22.  Jesus warned us pain and
suffering would be a part of our lives.  However, Jesus does not simply say we will have trials
and sorrow and then leave it to us to figure it out. Instead, He promises us peace (relief) and
reminds us that He has overcome the world Jn. 16:33.

9



BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
Principles for experiencing relief from pain caused by others:

● Bring your pain to God
When we recognize that there is a true enemy behind the pain, we know exactly how to
address the issue, bring it to Jesus.  Do not run from God, He wants us to draw near Him
that we might experience His peace, healing, and closeness. “The Lord is close to the
broken hearted; He rescues those whose spirit is crushed” Ps. 34:18. Like our need for a
surgeon to address the physician wounds in our body, when we have been wounded by
others, we need a supernatural healing and only God can administer divine surgery Ps.
147:3.

● Fill your life with God’s word and God’s people.
How we respond to pain and suffering is critical to how we process what is happening
and how healing will take place. If we treat our sickness with the inappropriate
medication, not only will our sickness continue, but it could become worse. If we fill our
minds with wrong thoughts (anger, resentment, grudges, unforgiveness, feelings that God
does not like us, God is mad at us), we will fail to experience the peace God has promised
us in the scripture Phil. 4:7. But when we fill our lives with God’s word and surround
ourselves with people who speak hope and encouragement into our lives, our experience
will be much healthier. When we fill our minds with God’s word, we are reminding
ourselves of who God is, what He is like, and we replace the lies of the enemy with the
truth of our God and forgiveness. Ps. 34:8; 119:103; Jer.15:16.

● Overflow your life with Worship.
Something powerful happens when we actively choose to worship through our suffering.
Worship changes our perspective. Worship redirects our thinking and places the results in
God’s hand. Worship confuses our enemies. Whether our pain is the result of relationship
challenges, financial struggles, health issues, or anxiety about the future, when we begin
to worship the Lord through our struggles, spiritual chains begin to break so that we are
not ruled by our circumstances, but we set our sight on something higher. That is why
Paul and Silas could offer up praise when they were chained in prison. They recognized
God was using their imprisonment for the spread of the Gospel.

● Believe and trust God to turn sorrow into great joy!
One of the paradoxes of Christianity is that our good God uses pain for our good.
Remember Joseph’s words to his brothers, “You thought evil against me; but God meant
it unto good”.  Meaning that our biggest sorrows can result in our greatest joy. When you
think about Jesus’ greatest sorrow, suffering the shame, punishment, death for our sins,
the result was great joy, the redemption of humanity and the opportunity for a
relationship with the living God. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we can
comfort others. 2 Cor. 1:4. Our pain and suffering will not last forever.  Jesus willingly
suffered the greatest pain because he knew the end of the story, and so do we.
Rev. 21:3-4
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BIBLE LIFE APPLICATION:
As we face our trials this week, let us remember that we do not have to face them alone. Christ
has promised relief if we bring Him every burden and every care. As you walk through suffering
today or in the days to come, remember the words of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, “Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Matt. 11:28
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