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Theme: Launch! Redefining Our Actions

TOPIC:  Spectatorship Has Its Rewards
October 3, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: James 2:17; Rev. 3:16
“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.”
“So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
Spectatorship is the act of being present and watching something without taking part.  The
Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms defines the noun “spectator” as, “a looker-on”,
and states that it was used by theologians to “indicate that the reality of Christianity is only
known by those who participate in it by faith and not by those who are merely “onlookers”
without obedience to God.”  Thus, Spectatorship can be the act of a Christian who attends
Church, but their heart is not completely sold-out to God.  The Church of Laodicea is an example
of Spectatorship. The saints were wealthy and trusted in their wealth. They did not follow the
teachings of the Apostles which resulted in Jesus’ harsh warning of “spewing them out of His
mouth” because of their “lukewarm” attitude.  They were not productive citizens of the
Kingdom; consequently, they were not refreshing like cold water from Colossae, nor healing like
hot spring water from Hierapolis.  They were tepid; they lacked passion, force, or zest.  The
Laodicean saints had convinced themselves that they were self-sufficient, when their true
spiritual state was “wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” (Rev. 3:17)

In this lesson, we will examine how Spectatorship is counterproductive in our walk with God and
is detrimental to our spiritual growth and maturity.  Spectatorship results in a state of being
blind (seeing yet not discerning), wretched (distressed), poor (lacking genuine, living faith),
miserable (indifferent, suppressing the truth), and naked (spiritually lukewarm).
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BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
● Blind “Seeing” Yet Not Discerning

As Christians growing in the grace and knowledge of God (2 Pet.3:18), we see in the
natural but discern in the spirit.  Spectatorship inhibits our ability to discern what the
Lord would have us to do. For example, God has commanded us to love one another, but
as undiscerning spectators, we fail to open our hearts and be charitable to those in
need. Spectatorship is seeing our brother or sister in need and “shutting up our bowels
of compassion from them”.  John asked the question, “How dwelleth the love of God in
him?” (I John 3:16-18) Blindly ignoring the needs of others, both in the Church and our
community is setting ourselves up for a spectatorship reward of everlasting punishment
Matt. 25:45-46.

● Wretched “Distressed”
Spectatorship can cause us to be so engrossed in our possessions that we fail to
recognize our true state of being, “wretchedness.” The saints of Laodicea trusted in their
wealth more than God.  This often leads to a state of complacency, selfishness, and a
non-caring attitude.  Attitudes such as, “as long as what’s going on doesn’t affect me”
are usually exhibited by those who only care about themselves and their circumstances.
In Romans 12:5, Paul taught that “we...are one body in Christ, and everyone members
one of another.” Thus, what affects one, affects all.  Although selfishness can be buried
in negative experiences from trying to help others, especially those of the faith, that
should not prevent us from ministering to others.  Jesus declared us to be wretched or in
distress when we put too much emphasis on our worldly goods and act as spectators in
the house of God.  The reward of spectatorship will be to “lose our soul”.  The scripture
lets us know that though we may gain the whole world, there is nothing that can be
given in exchange for our souls. Matt.16:26-27.

● Poor “Lacking Genuine, Living Faith”
In James 2: 14-17, the Apostle James expounds on “Faith and Works” and how they are
inseparable.  In verses 14-16, James asserts that “genuine faith” affects the believer’s
behavior; and faith that does not affect the believer’s behavior is superficial and cannot
save.  That is an example of Spectatorship. The church of Laodicea was poor because
they were not allowing their faith to work on their behavior. In verse 17, “works” is a
“living faith” expressed by deeds of Christian love. James states that, “whoso…being not
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed indeed” James 2:25.
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If the reward of a doer is to be blessed, then the reward of spectatorship is most
definitely to be poor and lacking.

● Miserable “Indifferent and Suppressing the Truth”
As bearers of the truth, we cannot be indifferent to God’s word, suppressing the truth
instead of allowing God’s light to shine through us. We must be careful to not alter our
lives, our convictions, or the truth to accommodate the world. Jesus taught that a
lighted candle cannot be placed under a bushel but on a candlestick Matt. 515, Luke
8:16. Thus, although uncomfortable at times because we are out- numbered by
non-Christians, we must speak the truth in love, and take a stand for righteousness at all
times Eph. 4:15.  The spectatorship reward for suppressing the truth is “I will spew thee
out of my mouth” Rev. 3:16.

● Naked “Spiritually Lukewarm”
In Rev. 3:14-22, John’s letter to the Church of Laodicea was a solemn warning against
being in a “lukewarm” state.  This form of spectatorship is caused by a misappropriation
of focus that results in spiritual blindness. To fully understand and interpret Jesus’
warning, let learn some facts about the City of Laodicea:

a. A Phrygian City, it was a wealthy city in Asia Minor.  It was in the Lycus River
valley, a major trade route between Colossae and Hierapolis.

b. Its wealth was derived from Banking, textile/clothing industry, and a Medical
School.

c. They had no water system. Hence, two aqueducts were installed to pipe in cold
water from Colossae or hot water from springs at Hierapolis. When the water
arrived, it was “lukewarm” and tepid. Interestingly, God used the imagery from
this water supply to warn the saints of the seriousness of being “lukewarm” in
the Spirit.

d. Paul’s letters that were sent to Colossae and Hierapolis were also read in
Laodicea and vice versa Col. 2:1, 4:13-15, 16. Thus, the Laodicean Church
received the teachings of Paul.

The “Spirit” of the Laodicean Church was “tepid”.  Tepid is defined as, “moderately
warm”; also, “lacking in passion, force or zest;” and, “marked by an absence of
enthusiasm or conviction.”
The Church had convinced itself it was self-sufficient, relying on their money rather than
God Rev. 3:17. They lost their “passion”, “enthusiasm”, and “conviction” for God’s truth;
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and were deceived about their true spiritual state.  God was not pleased with the Church
of Laodicea and threatened to remove their candle unless they repented Rev. 3:15-16.

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:

Spectatorship does not benefit the believer or the Body of Christ.  It leads to a state of being
lukewarm and spiritually blind.  As we grow in grace and knowledge of God, God expects us to
eagerly share our time, talent, and treasure with others.  We are not to trust or value our assets,
jobs, or children above God.
The reward for spectatorship is denied access to eternal life unless we repent. Rev. 3:15-16
Jesus said that “to him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame and am set down with my Father in his throne.”
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TOPIC: Knowledgeable to a Fault
October 10, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Rev. 3:2, James 4:17
“Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die:”

“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
The phrase, “knowledgeable to a fault” means to be extremely well-versed in a particular subject matter
yet lacking an understanding of, or simply ignoring, the principles. An example would be knowing the
Bible, but not properly applying the principles to one’s life, or, knowing the word of God but being
legalistic in its interpretation.  In this lesson, we will study the Church of Sardis in Revelation 3:1-6 who
like the church of Laodicea, did not have the faithfulness to witness for God by word and example. This
church had gained great reputation; it had a name for a flourishing church, a vital lively religion, for
purity of doctrine, unity among themselves, uniformity in worship, decency, and order.  However, Sardis
was not really what it was reputed to be.  What a church is and what a church does is never hidden from
Jesus.  Our Lord gives this degenerate church the best advice when He called it to repentance by
instructing them to “be watchful and strengthen the things which remain”. This solemn warning is
relevant to Christendom today because, although the word of God is prevalent today, we must be
diligent to continuously study to understand, obey, interpret, and live according to the word of God to be
productive citizens of the Kingdom. I Pet. 1:5-8, Col. 1:9-10

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
● “Strengthen the Things Which Remain” Rev. 3:1-6
1. The Lord warned the Church of Sardis that He sees and know their “works”, although they had a

“name” and “a reputation of being alive” (in Christ), they were in fact (spiritually) “dead”, Rev.
3:1.  The Church had an appearance of holiness, but they were superficial in their hearts.  Sardis
proper appearance may have only meant that it had fully and silently compromised with the

truth and the pagan society around it.  Like many churches today, “the Sardis church was a
picture of nominal Christianity, outwardly prosperous, busy with the externals of religious
activity, but devoid of spiritual life and power.”
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2. The Lord appealed to the Church to be watchful, and to “strengthen the things which remain,
that are ready to die.” (Rev. 3:2) The word, “watchful”, means to keep awake, or wake. The
Church of Sardis needed to WAKE-UP and STAY AWAKE! (Matt. 26:41) They had become
complacent, lacked spiritual vigilance, and did not guard their hearts and minds from the enemy.
And, if they did not “watch”, He warned, they would not be ready for the rapture of the Church,
Rev. 3:3, Matt. 24:42-43, I Thess. 5:2-3.

3. The Church of Sardis was urged to recall the teachings of Paul and the Apostles, to “hold fast” to
God’s word and “repent”.  Repentance is the first step to pull us out of complacency, spiritual
immaturity, and spiritual death.  It enables us to begin to strengthen our faith and favor with
God.  When we repent, it puts us back into relationship with God who will strengthen us through
His grace and Holy Spirit.  If we are knowledgeable of something in our lives that needs
correcting, we must take action NOW; “watch” in praying, fasting, doing, and believing.  Then
rely on the power of the Holy Spirit, and not our own power, to make the necessary changes to
strengthen the areas of our lives that are spiritually lacking. Rom. 8:26-27, Prov. 3:5-6.

● “Knowing and Continuing in Sin” James 4:17
“Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” James 4:17).
“There is no new thing under the sun” Eccl. 1:9. Before the “Church” era, Israel fell into the sin of
idolatry and God used His Prophets to warn them, and to bring them back into fellowship with
Him.  One such Prophet was the Prophet Isaiah, who warned Judah of God’s pending judgment if
they did not repent and turn back to worshiping Him. In Isaiah 59:12-14, we see that they were
conscious of the sins they were committing against God; “For our transgressions are multiplied
before thee, and our sins testify against us: For our transgressions are with us; and as for our
iniquities,  we know them”. The good thing is that God always warns His people before He judges
them. The “fault” of Judah is that they continue in sin which led to a society of injustice, Isa.
59:13-14. Their unwillingness to repent ultimately led to their 70-year captivity in Babylon and
the destruction of Jerusalem, just as God warned in Deut. 28:20.  They were knowledgeable to a
fault because they knowingly continued in the sin of idolatry and lying.

“Overcoming Our Sinful Nature” Rev. 12:11
In Paul’s explanation of the “war between the mind and the flesh”, the desire to do good is in the
“inward man”, our Spirit, but because of our sinful nature, there will be a tendency to act
according to our “flesh”. It is only through our Lord Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, that we are able
overcome our flesh. Rom. 7:19-21 The war between the “Spirit” and the “Flesh” can cause us
to be “knowledgeable to a fault”. Ps. 51:5-6. But we can overcome by pleading the blood of
Jesus, testifying of His greatness, and holding fast to the truth in God’s word.
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BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS: We live in a World full of distractions! We become “knowledgeable
to a fault” when we are distracted and fail to cultivate a relationship with Jesus Christ.  The
prophet Daniel predicted that in the last days, knowledge would increase, Dan. 12:4.  This is
especially evident in the areas of technology and the sciences.  This week let’s take advantage of
the use of technology.  Use the Bible and study materials on our phones or electronic devices to
be watchful and strengthen the things that remain and are ready to die in our lives.

Study Bible, Logos, Min. O. Watson, Min. C. Randle, gci.org
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TOPIC: Responsibility in the Midst of Patience
October 17, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Rev. 3:10, Ps. 27:6
“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation”
“…therefore will I offer in His tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the
Lord.”

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
When studying the churches in the book of Revelation, we see that they each portrayed a “spirit” that
can be identified in churches as well as individuals today. As we launch and redefine our actions, we
should examine ourselves and identify the “spirit” that is working within us. In today’s lesson, we will
study The Church of Philadelphia. God was very pleased with “the works” of this Church. Faced with
much persecution, the Church of Philadelphia did not compromise as other churches. God commended
their faithfulness and stated that they “have kept My word and have not denied My name.” (Rev. 3:8)
The Church of Philadelphia was not rebuked, nor were they warned by the Lord Jesus. Rather, the Church
of Philadelphia was given assurances of vindication from her enemies. Their adversaries would come and
“worship before her feet”, and they would be protected from the “hour of trial”. The Lord Jesus
encourages this church to “hold fast” so no one can take their crown. Finally, they were given a glimpse
of their rewards for their faithfulness and overcoming. They would be established as “pillars in the
temple of God”, live with the Lord in the New Jerusalem, and be endowed with the seal of God. The
church of Philadelphia demonstrated two words that are significant to our study today; they are
“RESPONSIBILITY” and “PATIENCE”.

1. Responsibility: the state or fact of being responsible, answerable, or accountable for something within

one's power, control, or management. (www.dictionary.com) The word responsibility in context of
“the Works” of the church of Philadelphia parallels with the meaning of the church’s name,
which is “brotherly love”. They understood their responsibility to be faithful and loving to God,
the brethren and those in the world as they evangelized.

2. Patience: The quality or virtue of patience is presented as either forbearance or endurance. In the former
sense it is a quality of self-restraint or of not giving way to anger, even in the face of provocation; it is
attributed to both God and man and is closely related to mercy and compassion. (www.encyclopedia.com)

http://www.dictionary.com
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The quality of patience is attributed of the Church of Philadelphia (known as the “Faithful
Church”) because they patiently endured persecution and remained focused on their
responsibility to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
My Responsibilities:

To Be Answerable or Accountable:
The name Philadelphia means brotherly love so it can be presumed that they were a church that
demonstrated love and were accountable to and for the brethren. In the story of Cain and Abel,
when Cain killed Abel, God asked him, “where is thy brother?” Cain answered God, “am I my
brother’s keeper?” He was defiant and rejected God’s implication that he was responsible for
Abel his brother and the crime he had committed Gen. 4:9. Our responsibility as “faithful” saints
is to be our “brother’s keeper”. Not only are we to love our brothers and sisters in Christ, but it
is our responsibility to care for their well-being. I John 3:16 tell us that as Christ has done for us
“we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren”. Jesus taught His disciples to, “love one
another as I have loved you,” John 13:34. Keep in mind that Jesus spoke these words even
though He knew of Judas’ and Peter’s betrayal. We are to follow the teachings of Jesus in
showing loving kindness to those who may not be very kind to us. We must share our time,
talents, treasures with them.  We must also be willing to forgive, and forebear one another.

To Keep God’s Word & Not Deny His Name
The church of Philadelphia did not have a lot of strength, but God commended them for their
allegiance to His word and His name. The term “a little strength” does not imply weakness, but
real strength. They were so aware of their weakness to be smart enough to trust in the
STRENGTH and POWER of God. For the word of God declares that His strength is made perfect in
weakness II Cor. 12:7-10. We as Christians have the responsibility to stand up for the word of
God and not let His name go down.

To Be Agents of Evangelism:
“Philadelphia had been built with the deliberate intention that it might become a missionary
city.” See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut” Rev. 3:8. Open doors are
described in the following scriptures as evangelistic opportunities:

o 1 Corinthians 16:9 (KJV): “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there
are many adversaries.”

o 2 Corinthians 2:12 (KJV): “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel,
and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,”

o Colossians 4:3 (KJV) “Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of
utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in bonds:”
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We all have the responsibility to tell the world about Jesus and bring them out of darkness.
When we see the open door, we must walk through it.

In the Midst of Our Patience:
Our responsibilities are non-negotiable. They must be carried out amid our circumstances if we
are to reap the rewards given to the Philadelphia church. Patience is to endure and remain in
the will of God even when we are going through trials, Job 13:15. The Church of Philadelphia
faced great persecution because of their faith in and faithfulness to Jesus. Amid difficult
circumstances, they served God well. The Apostles wrote letters to the church encouraging the
Saints to remain in the will of God, hupomone, and persevere although the persecution was
hard. In I Cor. 15:58 we are admonished “to be steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord.”

The Rewards of the “Faithful” Church:
� “I will make them come and worship before your feet” Rev. 3:9. In this, Jesus promised that He

would vindicate His people and make sure that their persecutors recognized they were wrong,
and that Jesus and His followers were right. The idea is of vindication before self-righteous
“spiritual” persecutors. God promised that the church in Philadelphia would be vindicated before
their persecutors.

� The Church of Philadelphia received the promise of being raptured. Thus, they would escape His
wrath that will be poured out upon the whole world. Rev. 3:10

� The Church of Philadelphia’s will receive rewards of Crowns. God assured the church that He is
coming quickly and encourages them to “hold fast” to what they have or have earned so that no
one takes their “crown”. This is a crown of “righteousness, and it is “imperishable”. Rev. 3:11, 2
Tim. 4:8, I Cor. 9:24-27

� God promised those who “overcome” that He will make them “a pillar in the temple of My God”
that will remain forever. He will write upon them; His name, the name of the City of God (the
“New Jerusalem”), and His “new” name. Rev. 2:17, Rev. 3:12

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:
Just as the Church of Philadelphia was rewarded to live with God in Heaven, let us live our lives
with the hope of living in the New Jerusalem. Let the commendations to the Church of
Philadelphia act as a motivator to encourage us to endure our trials and test, knowing that there
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are rewards and joys awaiting those of us who endure and remain faithful until the end. We
must live our lives with the goal of hearing the Lord say, “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant.”

� Therefore, the “spirit” of the Church of Philadelphia encourages us to remain faithful to our
Christian responsibilities in an atmosphere of patience. Let us persevere and “remain under”
God’s will, spreading the Gospel and showing true love for our brothers and sisters, and walking
through the open doors of evangelism. This task requires us to develop an intimate relationship
with God. Therefore, let us set aside time to read the WORD, pray the WORD, and manifest the
WORD (GOD’s Nature/Qualities) in our works or our “daily walk.”

References: Commentaries-David Guzik
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TOPIC: Decisions Have Lasting Results
October 24, 2021

BIBLE MEMORY VERSES:
“Nevertheless, I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.” Rev. 2:4
“Marvel not at this:  for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice,” John 5:28
“But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.” James 1:14

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE:
Today we will study the Church of Ephesus.  We will understand how their decision to place more
emphasis on zeal for the truth, doctrinal purity and hard work resulted in them losing true love for Christ
and others putting them in danger of losing their inheritance of eternal life.

Ephesus was the largest City in Asia Minor and a major trading port.  Located sixty miles northeast of the
Isle of Patmos where the Apostle John was exiled.  It was world-famous as a religious, cultural, and
economic center of the region.  Ephesus was known for its many temples, most notably, the temple of
the fertility goddess, Artemis, which was considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.

It is said the Church of Ephesus represents the “apostolic period” of the Church which took place A.D.
30-100.  This Church was founded by Paul, and he, along with Aquilla and Priscilla, ministered in Ephesus
for three years (Acts 18:24-28, 19:1, 20:31). Timothy, under Paul’s tutelage, also ministered in Ephesus
(I Tim. 1:3), and the Apostle John. This Church started out doing the “works” taught by the Apostle Paul.
They had a zeal for the Lord as they believed and embraced Paul’s teachings, endured persecution with
“patience”, eschewed evil and those that were evil, tested the Spirit of those that claimed they were
apostles, and were able to discern the truth from lies.  Despite all the good they did, they were no longer
motivated by love and became known as, “The loveless Church”.  Jesus rebuked them by stating, they
“left their first love”, which is a love for God, the saints, and evangelism.  Consequently, the Church was
in a backslidden state.  Jesus offered hope if they would repent and go back to doing their “first works”
described in Rev. 2:2-3.  If they did not, He warned that He will come upon them quickly and remove
their “lampstand”. Thus, they would not inherit eternal life.
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BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS:
1. Jesus the Righteous Judge, Rev. 2:1

● Jesus establishes His authority over the seven Churches, “He who holds the seven stars in
His right hand”, and walks in the midst of the Churches, symbolized as the “seven golden
lampstands”.

● The introduction in verse 1 emphasizes that Jesus is central to the Church, He has the
ultimate authority to execute judgement on us, the Church, and all mankind, John 5:26-29.

● The word, “holds”, is from the Greek word, Kratein, which means “securely”.  The Church
belongs to Jesus, and He holds it securely!

● An interesting fact about “Stars” is, the darker the place, the brighter they shine.  Likewise,
the Church is a beacon of light, and Jesus expects it to consistently shine bright to show “His
light” in this darkened World.

2. Jesus Knows Your Works, Rev. 2:2-3
● We can look at ourselves as a pendulum swinging between works and love.  As Christ’s

church, we want a firm grip on both, so we are balanced, not swinging too far in extreme on
one or the other.

● Nothing is hidden from God.  Jesus told the Church of Ephesus, “I know your works”.  Jesus
was aware of the condition of His Church and knew what they did right.  He saw their Godly
work and endurance during persecution; and was aware of their patience, “steadfast
endurance”.

● The Church of Ephesus pursued doctrinal purity in not accommodating those “who are evil”.
They yielded to Paul’s warning in Acts 20:29-31 of ungodly men that would try to persuade
them to not obey the truth of the gospel.

● The Church persevered and continued in the work of the Lord without becoming weary. It
appeared the Church a was on the right path and had a genuine heart to work hard, serve,
and defend the gospel.  However, they were so caught up in their works that they didn’t
realize their love was gone.

3. The Danger of Complacency, “they left their first love” Rev. 2:4
Complacency is defined as, “self-satisfaction especially when accompanied by unawareness of
actual dangers or deficiencies;” or, “an instance of usually unaware or uninformed
self-satisfaction.”
● Despite the good works and Godly excitement exhibited in the beginning by the Church of

Ephesus, their relationship changed with Jesus. Their works were no longer motived by love.
Their love did not mature or transition into a stronger relationship with God. They became
complacent and that displeased the Lord.
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● This is applicable to us as Christians today when we lose that excitement or zeal we had
when we first got saved.  We find ourselves just going to Church as routine and not setting
aside time to pray, worship, or even witness to others about the “goodness of the Lord” as
we once did.  The great thing about God is he reminds us to pray and seek Him, but if we
CHOOSE to disobey and rather go watch a movie or interact with other (self) interests, then
we oftentimes end up living beneath our privileges in God.  Consequently, we are no longer
able to handle the trials that may occur at home or on our jobs.  We end up in a “desert”
place where we cannot hear from God.

● The danger with spiritual complacency is there’s no spiritual maturity, thus, we live in defeat.
If we don’t repent and continue down this path, we could end up in a “backslidden” state.
Jer. 18:15, Prov.11:5.

4. Jesus Calls for Repentance, Rev. 2:5
● Paul founded the Church of Ephesus.  In Acts 20:29-30, it was apparent he had concerns for

this Church after his departure as written in these verses; “I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also, of your own
selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.”

● Just like God stretched out His arms to “backsliding Israel”, Jesus offers hope to the Church of
Ephesus.  Why?  Because He loves us all and is longsuffering towards us! Ps. 139:7-10.  Jesus
encouraged the Church of Ephesus to “repent and go back to the first works”, as written in
verses 2-3, their labor of love, patience, evangelism, and non-tolerance to evil. In doing so,
the Church would be restored back into its place in the Kingdom of God, they would be
raptured.

● However, He sharply warned if they did not repent, He would remove their lampstand” from
its place.  Basically, the Church would not inherit eternal life.

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS:
● We must be intentional in serving God, decisions have lasting results!
● This week let us examine ourselves to see if we are balancing our Christian pendulum.  Let us make sure

we; give to God’s cause, serve God’s community, and love God and His creation equally.
● We are surrounded by worldly influences that may entice us to compromise, however, as children of God,

let us make the decision to put Jesus and Godly principles first in everything we do or say.  We must also
remain focused on the Lord who, as the Bible states, is the author and finisher of our faith, Heb. 12:2.

● As we mature in God and strive for “perfection”, we must be intentional about maintaining our
relationship with Jesus which enables us to thrive in all aspects of our lives. Eph. 1:18.
The Blueletter Bible-David Guzik: Study Guide for Rev. 2, The Keyword Bible, Merriam-Webster Dictionary, Odette Watson, & Suzette Gaines


