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BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Romans 13:11-12 
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 

salvation nearer than when we believed.” 

“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on 

the armour of light.” 

 

BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE: 
Our theme for 2021 is “Launch! Redefining Our Actions”.  Before we can redefine our actions, 

we have to first examine or evaluate what we are currently doing and accept a view to change.  

The church in this age has fallen into a comatose state, a state of sleep or unconsciousness.  

There are three characteristics of sleep: 

1. You do not know you were asleep until you wake up. 

2. You do things in your sleep that you would not do if you were awake. 

3. You resent the sound of an alarm that awakes you.  You want to sleep on. 

 

The church is in such a deep state of sleep that it does not know that it is not functioning 

correctly.  As a result, we are failing to respond or react as normal Christians should (live selfless 

lives in service to God and others), and in many instances, we resent the warnings we receive.  

Eccl. 12:3 states the whole duty of man, which is, “to fear God and keep His commandments”.  

Jesus summed it up in Matt. 22:37-40 with two commandments, “love the Lord thy God with all 

thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind, and love thy neighbor as thyself”.   In our lesson 

today, the Apostle Paul sounds the alarm to wake us out of our sleep so we can redefine our 

actions and take on an urgency about the things of the Lord.  Eph. 5:14-16 

 
BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS: 

 “Knowing the Time, High Time to Wake Out of Sleep” 
1. The Apostle Paul calls our attention to the times we are living in.  In II Tim. 3:1-5, he 

refers to it as “Perilous Times”, and he describes the actions of a sleeping church in 

the last days.  The church is self-absorbed: self-focused, self-centered, and self-

consumed.  Paul says we are; “lovers of our own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 

blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 



truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those  that are good, 

traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God, having a 

form of godliness but denying the power thereof.”  If you found yourself anywhere on 

this list, you need to be awakened. 
2. Jesus gave us a better picture of the end times in Matt. 24:4-14, and warns us that 

when we see these things happening to know that his coming is near, even at the door 

Matt. 24:33.  A sleeping church is unaware and continues business as usual. 
 Onslaught of deception- false preachers/teachers and doctrines  

 Wars and rumors of wars—natural and spiritual wars  

 Famines—food shortages in our country, shortage of jobs, failing economy 

 Pestilences—new diseases are increasing (Coronavirus, Covid19) 

 Earthquakes/wild fires 

 Christians martyrs.  Research shows 100,000 Christians are killed every year 

 Gospel is reaching all over the world (Zoom, YouTube, Facebook etc.)    
 The love of many has waxed cold.  Here lies the sleeping church.   There is an 

absence of conviction of sin, lack of fear of God, and many do not even know the 

Lord has left them.  Judges 16:20   

 

 “New Norm/New Actions” 
1. WAKE UP-(become aware of the times) 
Things are happening according to God’s Plan.  All the end time events are ushering 

in the Coming of the Lord.  Our salvation is nearer than when we believed.  It is time 

for an awakening of the church.  Day is dawning. “Awake thou that sleepest, and 

arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light… Redeeming the time, for the 

days are evil” Eph. 5:14, 16 

   

2. CLEAN UP-(restore order and morality) 
Examine and evaluate your actions.  Cast off the works of darkness, which are the 

underlying cause of you comatose state. (Rom. 13:12-13; Col. 12:13-14)  The night is 

far spent and the day is at hand.  Take off your nightclothes: carnality, slothfulness, 

negligence, rioting and drunkenness, chambering and wantonness, strife and envy, 

practices and habits, no shame, and flaunting sin openly. 

 

3. DRESS UP-(not your outward appearance) 

Put on the armor of light to safeguard against returning to a comatose state. 

Paul admonishes us to put on Jesus.  To do so means to put on Love because God is 

love.  Eph. 6:14-18 Dress yourself with truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, 

spirit, word of God and prayer.  Then be about our Father’s business.    

 

4. LIVE IN THE LIGHT-(walk like we are of Christ) Eph. 5:8   
As children of the light, we understand that it is time for us be about our Father’s 

business.  We must minister to the needs of others by sharing our time, talent and 

treasures. We must win souls for Christ.  Matt. 28:19-20 

 

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS: 
 

1. Wake Up, Clean Up, Dress Up, and Live in the Light. 
2. Let your new norm be to carry out the major reason for your existence, to love God with 

all that is within you, and love your neighbor as yourself. 

3. Make the mission of world evangelism your new priority. Matt. 28:19-20   
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Prov. 29:18; Hab. 2:2 
“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” 

“And the Lord answered me, and said, write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he 

may run that readeth it.” 

 
BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE: 
We began this month’s study with the awakening of a sleeping church.  “The evidence of a 

genuine awakening is a transformed life”.  A transformed life exhibits a new or improved 

perspective of the Christian mission.  We must have clear vision or understanding that we are 

accountable to God.  As we launch and redefine our actions, let us be careful not to redefine 

God’s word and His commission.  Ps. 119:89 declares that “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled 

in heaven.”  Matt. 24:34, 35; I Peter 1:25 

  
BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS: 

 “No Vision, People Perish” 
 The vision in Prov. 29:18 (often misinterpreted) refers not to individual goals 

formed or personal hopes and dreams, but rather to divine revelation from God 

concerning His word.  Where there is no divine communication and instruction 

from God, the people perish.  If there is no clear insight and perspective of God’s 

word, people live without restraint, loose, and in their own way.  There is also a 

loss of God’s favor and protection when there is no one to expound the word of 

God and teach good knowledge.  Hos. 4:6 says” My people are destroyed for lack 

of knowledge” and that refers to knowledge of God’s word.  Amos 8:11 speaks of 

a time when there will be a famine and a thirst for the word of God.  As we 

proceed in this year, we want to have clear perspective and unashamed 

proclamation of God’s word.  Like Habakkuk (Hab. 2:1), we want to stand upon 

our watch and see what the Lord will say to us.  Ps. 19:7-11.    

 



 In today’s society, like never before, clear vision or revelation from God is 

needful.  When Israel departed from the word of God and following His 

directives, the prophet described what life was like for them.  Isaiah 59:14 says: 
 Judgment is turned backward, justice stands afar off, and equity cannot 

enter.  In the natural, “The administration of justice has become but a 

cover to the greatest injustices.  There is even no justice in our courts of 

judicature.  Judgement that should check proceedings of fraud and 

violence is driven back, so they go on triumphantly.” 

 

Likewise, in the church world, judgement that should check sin and 

unrighteousness, according to God’s law, is being covered, over-looked 

and driven back. We are in a state of calling right wrong and wrong right. 

When there is no vision, the people profess they know God; but in their 

works, they deny him.” Titus 1:16    

  
 For truth is fallen in the street.   Here lies the problem.  Judgement, 

justice, and equity cannot get in because truth has fallen in the street and 

their paths are blocked.  The problem in our churches today is that we 

have quit exalting truth.  “Churches are empty because truth has fallen in 

the street, and equity cannot pass, judgement turns around and goes back, 

and justice stands afar off.” We have little to know influence on society 

anymore because the church has allowed truth to fall in the street.    

            

 “Clear Vision, Truth Prevails” 
While we were asleep, truth may have fallen, but she is not dead.  Now that we are 

awaken, truth needs our help to get up.  Truth needs to be preached, and declared not only 

in the pulpit, but also in our daily lives.  Like the eunuch in Acts 8:31, people are looking 

for help, for answers, for the way.  The world is crying out for some man to guide them.  

Paul says in II Cor. 4:3 that, “if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost.”  Before 

there can be revival there must be clear, unashamed proclamation of the truth.  What is 

truth?  God’s word is truth. We, the people of God, hold the key to justice, judgement and 

equity.  John 8:32 

 

Hab. 2:2 says write the vision, and make it plain that he may run that readeth it. We 

have the written vision, the Bible.  Ps. 119:130 says, “The entrance of thy words giveth 

light; it giveth understanding unto the simple.”   When we read God’s word, we gain the 

right perspective and clear insight, and it is up to us to run and carry the message. As we 

lift up the truth, let us make it plain, not elaborate or confusing.  Paul says use great 

plainness of speech.  II Cor. 3:12  

   

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS: 

“Running with the Vision”  
Running is an action word, which means our new perspective and clear vision has to be 

evidenced by our actions.   

1. Fix the Road Block by lifting up TRUTH.  John 12:32 

2. Stand fast for what is right; fight and be brave against all evil.  I Cor. 16:13; Gal. 5:1; 

Eph. 6:11, 14; II Thess. 3:8  
3. With love, compassion, prayer, faith and the word of truth, let us stand in the gap for 

the nation. II Chron.  7:14   

Using our new perspective and clear insight, let us put Truth in her rightful place, and 

we will see a change in our world! 
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSES: Daniel 2:48; Ecclesiastes 9:10 
“Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler 

over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of 

Babylon” 

 

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor 

knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.” 

 
BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE: 
Our lesson today focuses on a young Israelite, Daniel, taken captive by Nebuchadnezzar when 

Jerusalem was besieged Dan. 1:3-4.   Daniel, a child of the tribe of Judah, was accustomed to 

worshipping none other than the true and living God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  Therefore, 

while in the Babylonian prison Daniel purposed not to defile himself with the king’s meat nor the 

wine that he drank Dan. 1:8.  He had a clear perspective of his God and vowed to take a stand 

for what he believed was right.  Little did he know the stance he took would put him in a place of 

favor and unusual jurisdiction that saved the lives of himself and his three friends Dan. 2:49.  

When we serve God and stand for what is right, we open ourselves for opportunities we never 

dreamed of, and God positions us in places we do not deserve.  Ps. 37:23  

 

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS: 

 “Unusual Jurisdiction”— uncommon, unexpected power or authority 
 Even though the situation of Daniel being in prison did not seem good, God ordains 

times and places, and He knew the plans he had for Daniel Jer. 29:11.  It was in this 

prison that Daniel sought the Lord and received a divine revelation.  As a result, he 

was elevated, and his God was glorified. Dan. 2:47   

 

 There is a reason why God places us where we are: church, job, home, neighborhood, 

city, state etc.  Many are frustrated with their current situation but cannot seem to get 

out.  God’s timing takes precedence over our emotional reactions.  Our duty, like 



Daniel, is to bring glory to God in that place.  If we redefine our actions and honor 

God in the midst of the situation, God will grant us unusual favor and jurisdiction. 

 

 God works beyond our ability.  Beyond our ability is right where God wants us to be. 

“The things that are impossible with men are possible with God” Luke 18:27.  Daniel 

needed to interpret the king’s dream so that his life along with his friends would not 

perish with the wise men of Babylon.  Daniel took the matter to his friends, Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego and together they took it to the Lord in prayer.  In a vision, 

God revealed the secret of the king’s dream to Daniel Dan. 2:17-19.  We must learn 

to take things to God when we cannot figure them out.  

 

 Interpreting the king’s dream opened the door for unusual jurisdiction or power for 

Daniel.  The mighty king falls on his face and worships Daniel, and commands they 

offer an oblation and sweet odours unto him.  He made Daniel ruler over the whole 

province of Babylon and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon 

Dan. 2:46-48.  We have an assurance that God can place us in positions where we do 

not have the degree, wisdom, insight, clarity, or knowledge to qualify.  God can bring 

us to another dimension. 

 

 “Seize the Moment”—What do you do when opportunity knocks? 

 God grants you unusual jurisdiction for a reason.  You must understand the main 

purpose for where you are.  It is not always about you, but about how you can use 

your power or authority to help others.  It is no accident where we find ourselves. 

Daniel understood the power he had and he seized the moment.  This was not the time 

for him to receive all this authority and forget about his brothers, who helped pray 

him through.  He immediately requested the king give his position over affairs of the 

province of Babylon to his friends.  What a great example and inspiration for us.   

 

 In our churches, we have those, strategically placed in positions on their jobs or in the 

community, who have the power or authority to help others.  Like Daniel, let us not 

fail to seize the moment.  To be Christian is to be called to God’s redeeming work in 

the world.  If God gives you the opportunity, you have a responsibility to use your 

power to the glory of God and remember your neighbor.   

 

 

 

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS: 

 
1. Whatever your hands find to do, do it with thy might.  (Col. 3:23)  

 

2. Seize the moment because time is short, and there is no work in the grave. (John 9:4)   

  

3. If God has favored you with unusual jurisdiction, pay it forward by helping someone in 

need. Doing so will open even greater doors of opportunity for you.   
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BIBLE MEMORY VERSE: II Timothy 3:12 
“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

 
BIBLE SUBJECT OF DISCOURSE: 
What better way to begin the discourse of today’s lesson than with the words of the old gospel 

song, “I Want to Be a Follower of Christ”. 

I want to be a follower of Christ 
I want to be one of His disciples 

I want to walk in the newness of life 
So let me be a follower of Christ 

What do I have to do, what do I have to say 
How do I have to walk, each and every day 
Tell me what does it cost to carry my cross 

Just let me be a follower of Christ.  

Our memory verse holds the answer to these questions.  Following Christ is difficult and 

involves suffering. Today we will cover some of the many ways we may suffer as followers of 

Christ: physically, mentally, socially, financially and personally.  Though the price may be great 

for the moment, we know that the blessings to follow are greater. Romans 8:18 

  

BIBLE PRINCIPLE POINTS: 

 Face the Inevitable/Trials Will Come 
When you choose to be a disciple, you are accepting the challenge to deny yourself, take 

up your cross, and follow Christ.  Luke 9:23, I Peter 2:21   Your cross consists of 

afflictions that try your virtue, steadfastness, and your patience.  Afflictions come in 

many forms.  I Peter 4:12-13 tells us to do not think it strange when these things come 

for you are only being a partaker of Christ’s suffering: 

 Infirmities—physical limitations, illnesses, mental weaknesses 

 Persecutions—hostile and ill-treatment, harassment and oppression 

 Reproaches—ridicule, made fun off, mean unkind comments 

 Necessities—food, shelter, clothing, imperative needs 

 Distresses—disappointments, anxiety, sorrow, worry, trouble 

 Tribulations—unusual pressure, severe trial or suffering 

 Temptations—enticement to do wrong coming from evil desires 



 The Purpose in Trials 
It is through test and trials that we become strong II Cor. 12:7-10. “Trials teach us what 

we are: they dig up the soil and let us see what we are made of.  Tests and trials also 

develop our character, faith, and our ministry.  Through our sufferings, we grow as 

believers and become more like Christ.  Rom. 5:3-6, Acts 14:22, I Thess. 3:3 

 

 The Good That Comes From Trials 
There is something amazing about going through trials as a disciple of Christ.  The things 

that should tear us down actually builds us up.  Like Joseph (Gen 50:20), the things that 

should cause us evil turn out for our good.  Instead of making us give up on our God, 

trials cause us to become more dependent on the Lord II Cor. 1:9-10.  Trials force us to 

take our mind off things of the world and put it back on God.  It is during these times that 

we understand that God is in control Luke 8:22-25, Rom. 8:36-39.  David said it was 

good for him that he was afflicted because it helped him to learn God’s word Ps. 119:71.   

 

 The Comfort We Have in Trials 
Yes, it is inevitable that trials will come, but if we respond to our trials in grace, we have 

some blessed promises from the Lord.    

 God has promised us a crown of life if we endure James 1:12, I Cor. 9:25  

 We will be perfect and entire, wanting nothing James 1:2-4 

 We know that God loves us if He Chastens Us Prov. 3:11-12 

 We will have praise, honor and glory when Jesus returns I Peter 1:6-7; 4:13 

 The trials are working for our good Rom. 8:18, 28 

 God will not put more on us than we are able to endure I Cor. 10:13 

 

BIBLE LIFE APPLICATIONS: 
Now that we have a clear understanding that the cost of discipleship is suffering, let us prepare 

our hearts and minds for the battle. Our victory lies in how we respond to the trials. This week 

lets practice: 

 

1. Responding in grace—“Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that 

you may know how to answer every man.” Col. 4:6 

 

2. Respond by giving thanks—“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 

to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.” Col. 1:12 

 

3. Respond by rejoicing—“Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for so persecuted they the 

prophets which were before you.” Matt. 5:12  

“Count it all joy when you fall into divers temptations” James 1:2 

 

4. Respond by trusting and believing—“No weapon that is formed against me shall 

prosper”  Is. 54:17  “but God… will with the temptation also make a way to escape” 

 I Cor. 10:13 

  

If we do these things, we can look forward to praise reports on next week! 
 
 

References for January lessons:  

Lifebpc.com, Matthew Henry (Commentary on Is. 59), jackhyles.com (Truth is Fallen in the Street), 

Biblereasons.com, Institute in Basic Life Principles, David Guzik (Study Guide for 2Tim. 3) 

 

 


