

THE GRACE AND TRUTH PARADOX

Lesson 6- “What Is Grace?”

I read the account of a person attending a conference, where the soloist sang his favorite hymn, “Amazing Grace.” He said it was beautiful until she got to the 10th word,
“Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a [soul] like me!”
His heart sank when he heard that the word “wretch” had been edited out? His thoughts went to John Newton, the original songwriter. This former slave trader, guilty of the vilest of sins, knew that he was a wretch. That’s exactly what made GOD’s grace so amazing. This was to him, mind-boggling.
Here’s what Webster says, “a miserable person: one who is profoundly unhappy or in great misfortune; a base, despicable, or vile person.” Words in the definition also include “deeply afflicted, dejected, or distressed; deplorably bad, being or appearing mean, miserable, or contemptible; inferior.”
Not very nice words. Not a good condition to be in either. Would you want to hang around someone you considered a wretch or with someone who acted wretched? JESUS did; now, that’s grace.
Romans 5:6 6”For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.”KJV
Ungodly. That’s deeper than just miserable or unpleasant. Like wretched, not a word you’d want to use to describe yourself. But that was our condition before JESUS’ sacrifice. Before grace, that is.
Remember the story way back in 1987 that captured the nation’s attention, when an 18- month old baby fell into a well 22 feet deep in Texas? Rescuers labored non-stop to save her. After 55 grueling hours as her life hung in the balance, they finally reached her and extracted her from the well. The entire nation breathed a sigh of relief and cheered the heroes. 
But what if the story went like this, “Baby Jessica clawed her 18-month old body up the side of that well, and inch by inch, digging in her little toes and working her way up. She’s a hero, that Jessica!”
That’s NOT the way it happened. Baby Jessica was UTTERLY helpless. Her fate was in the hands of her rescuers. Left to herself, Jessica had no chance. Sound familiar? When it comes to our salvation, we’re utterly helpless, absolutely powerless. We get no more applause for our redemption than Baby Jessica got for being rescued. GOD alone deserves the ovation. In the story of redemption, HE is the only hero. And it didn’t just cost him 55 hours of hard work. It cost HIM everything.
If we are nothing more than morally neutral souls, as expressed in the revised version of the hymn we talked about earlier in this lesson, think about the implications. It destroys grace. The better we are, the less we need grace. The more we can do for ourselves, the less we need someone to help. Grace becomes less amazing.
The Bible makes an astounding proclamation;
Romans 5:8 8”But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” KJV
Commend- to entrust for care or preservation
2: to recommend as worthy of confidence or 
3: to mention with approbation : Praise
WHAT WAS OUR CONDITION WHEN CHRIST DIED FOR US?
2 Corinthians 5:21 21”For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” KJV
Isaiah 64:6 6”But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.” KJV
Ephesians 2:1-3, “ And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.” KJV
You and I weren’t merely sick in our sins. We were dead in our sins. That means we are not only unworthy of salvation but also utterly incapable of earing it. Corpses can’t raise themselves from the grave.
What a relief to realize that salvation cannot be earned by good works—and therefore cannot be lost by bad ones.
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