THE GRACE AND TRUTH PARADOX

Lesson Number 5, “A Lion or a Lamb?”
Something is wrong if all unbelievers like us. Something is wrong if all unbelievers hate us. If we accurately demonstrate grace and truth, some people will be drawn to us, and others will be offended – just as they were by JESUS.
When we offend everyone, it’s because we’ve taken on the truth mantle without grace. When we offend no one, it’s because we ‘ve watered down truth in the name of grace.
JESUS CHRIST is good. But until we understand that HE”S not safe, until we come to grips with the truth of HIS uncompromising holiness, we will never begin to grasp HIS grace. Many people today try to reinvent JESUS, giving HIM a facelift. They spin HIS statements for public consumption, making HIM fit into popular notions of the kind of CHRIST people want. But HE’S notoriously uncooperative with all attempts at repackaging and marketing. HE’S not looking for image-enhancers. We are to follow HIM as servants, not walk in front of HIM as a public relations entourage. 
Question- How have you heard or seen JESUS marketed in our society?
Many people didn’t recognize JESUS when HE walked on earth. They were looking for the Messiah as a powerful lion, bringing judgement on HIS enemies. But they over looked Scriptural passages showing that HE would come as a lamb.
Isaiah 53:7 7”He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” KJV
The Book of Revelation prophesies that the Lamb will appear “like a slaughtered lamb.”
Revelation 5:6 6”And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” KJV
This seems to be a picture of weakness, but one chapter later people hide themselves from the “wrath of the Lamb.”
Revelation 6:16 16”And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb:” KJV
Towards the end of this exciting book we read;
Revelation 17:14 14”These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is LORD of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.”KJV
Not exactly words of weakness. “The Lamb of Grace, is the Lion of Truth!
Sometimes we see HIM as one, sometimes as the other. HE is always BOTH!!
