GRACE AND TRUTH PARADOX

Lesson 7 – Grace and Gratitude
A poisonous spirit of entitlement permeates our culture. We always think we deserve more than we have. We are disappointed with our family, our neighbors, our church, the waitress, the sales clerk, and the Department of Motor Vehicles. Ultimately, we are disappointed with GOD because HE hasn’t given us everything we want.
Read this verse for GOD’S perspective;
Romans 11:33-35 33”O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34For who hath known the mind of the LORD? or who hath been his counsellor? 35Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto him again?” KJV
WHAT IS GOD’S ATTITUDE TOWARD THOSE WHO FEEL ENTITLED TO MORE?
Scripture consistently reveals that GOD is indebted to no one. If only we could see our situation clearly—even for a moment. We deserved expulsion; HE gives us a diploma. We deserved the electric chair, HE gives us a parade. Anything less than overwhelming gratitude is unthinkable. 
GOD owes us nothing. We owe HIM everything. Realizing that you deserve nothing better than hell puts a bad day in perspective, doesn’t it?
Christians in the Sudan, in China, in Nigeria who have suffered unspeakably for their faith are deeply grateful for GOD’S daily blessings. But us? We whine and pout.
SCRIPTURE TEACHES US TO BE GRATEFUL, TO BE THANKFUL, TO REJOICE
Philippians 4:4,” Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.”
Philippians 4:6, “ Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”
A few verses later Paul shared the attitude we should have, regardless of what we encounter.
Philippians 4:10-13, “But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content. 12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”
If I grasp that I deserve hell, I will be filled with gratitude not only for GOD’s huge blessings—including my redemption and my home in heaven--- but also for HIS smaller blessings: sun, rain, a beating heart, eyes that see, legs that walk, a mind that thinks. If I don’t have these, I will be overwhelmed with the knowledge that I have plenty else that I don’t deserve. And because CHRIST allowed HIMSELF to be crushed under the weight of my sin, I’ll enjoy a clear mind and a perfect body in heaven forever.
Imagine a great and generous king who, in spite of his benevolent reign, hears that his subjects have revolted. He sends messengers to investigate, and the rebels kill them. So the king sends his own dear son, the prince. But the people viciously murder him, hanging his body on the city wall.
WHAT WOULD YOU EXPECT THE KING TO DO?
· Send his armies and take revenge
· Kill the rebels
· Burn the village to ashes
The king has both the power and the right to do these things. But instead, he offers these criminals a full pardon: “I will accept my son—whom you murdered – as the payment for all your rebellion, “he declares. “You may go free. All I require is for you to admit your transgressions.”
We’d be stunned- blown away- to hear this, wouldn’t we? But the king isn’t finished. “I invite any of you to come live in my palace, eat at my table, and enjoy all the pleasures of my kingdom. And I will adopt you as my own children and make you my heirs; everything that’s mine will be yours forever.”
Incredible. Unbelievable? Then the king continues, “I won’t force you to accept my offer, but the only alternative is spending the rest of your life in prison. The choice is yours.”
Can you imagine anyone responding,” How dare the king send anyone to prison? What a cruel tyrant!”
As mind stretching as this scenario is, it vividly pictures GOD’S grace to us. Because grace is so incomprehensible to us, we often add conditions so that we won’t look so bad and so that GOD’S offer won’t seem to counterintuitive. By the time we have qualified the gospel, we are no longer unworthy and powerless. We are no longer wretches. And grace is no longer grace.
The worst teaching the world offers is that people are good without JESUS. The fact is, GOD doesn’t offer grace to good people and more than doctors offer lifesaving surgery to healthy people.
Luke 5:29-33 29”And Levi made him a great feast in his own house: and there was a great company of publicans and of others that sat down with them. 30But their scribes and Pharisees murmured against his disciples, saying, Why do ye eat and drink with publicans and sinners? 31And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 32I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 33And they said unto him, Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and drink?” KJV




